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Our community design event took place in November 2015 over  the course of four days. It has 

helped us to shape the future of Manydown, and involved representatives of the neighbouring 

communities and local specialists. 

 

The planners and urban design specialists started drawing up ideas ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ΨǊŜŀƭ 

timeΩΣ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ the plans for locations of key parts of the development, including 

neighbourhood centres, community facilities, schools, health services and open spaces, and 

the types and styles of homes and businesses. 

 

The information in this presentation reflects items raised by people representing the 

neighbouring communities and local specialists and the discussions which took place.  

 

The masterplan is still being developed and at the end of February the team will be engaging 

with residents on the emerging masterplan options to refine them further.  This will include a 

full public consultation programme with public exhibitions in the communities surrounding 

Manydown.  There will be further consultation during the summer and prior to a planning 

application being submitted in late 2016. 

Community design event 





Introduction 

Cabinet member leading on Manydown, Cllr John Izett  

 άThe opening of this community design event marks a significant step forward in the realisation 
of the Manydown Project- the building of a new community for Basingstoke of 3,400 new 
homes through to 2029.  
 

That's new homes for around 8,500 people- an enormous task and one for which, we, 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and Hampshire County Council, as the two landowning 
councils of the 2000 acres of Manydown need the active interest and ideas of the local and 
wider town community who will live in and around Manydown. You, as residents and people 
with an interest in Manydown know what will work and what won't, and what will be needed, 
for example in terms of types of housing, roads, schools, community facilities, shops, business 
space and  open space. 
 

That's why this unique event for Basingstoke-  giving you the local experts, you the residents 
and stakeholders, an early opportunity  to work alongside the professional experts before 
masterplans  are  developed and any planning application is prepared is, I am sure, going to be 
so insightful and informative for those of us responsible for what is eventually built.   
   

              /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

 



ά[Ŝǘ us be in no doubt about the need that the people of this borough have for those new homes 
of all types at Manydown. Lack of available housing to buy and to rent and on terms that can be 
afforded is a huge, pressing and long term, national problem which is affecting people's lives and 
hopes , especially here in the South-East. Manydown will make a big contribution to meeting the 
needs of the young, of families and of our senior residents. Manydown will contribute powerfully 
to ensuring that the borough continues to thrive, attracts new investment and jobs and remains 
a place where people say they like to live and are proud of.  
 

It's fair to say that it's been a long and at times difficult path for the Manydown project in getting 
to this key stage. The land was purchased by the two councils as long ago as 1996 and as the 
Cabinet member now charged with delivering the new community, I want to salute the vision of 
those who recognised then the need for and potential of Manydown.   
 

It's also fair to say that there too many examples in and around Basingstoke where the new 
housing that has been built in recent times has not been done well. I understand therefore some 
people's lack of confidence. But Manydown is going to be delivered differently. We intend to 
make the most of the land being in public ownership. The two councils want to be long term 
custodians of Manydown, ensuring that the homes built are built to last, are energy efficient, and 
become the superstructure for confident, happy, healthy and close-knit new communities. The 
two councils want to be innovative about what Manydown offers in terms of type of housing to 
buy and rent and how we can make it easier for residents to achieve their aspirations for a 
decent home for them and their families. 

               /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 
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Introduction 

άFor a project of the scale, cost and complexity of Manydown, both councils recognise that  the 
private sector has a big part to play in terms of the expertise and financing that it can bring. We 
want Manydown to represent the best of public and private sector partnership and  we expect 
shortly to begin the process of identifying suitable partners. It will be fundamental to our 
choice that partners share our long term commitment and the objectives for Manydown we 
will be defining, starting by absorbing the ideas and views of those participating in this 
community event this week. 
 

The two councils are clear that in building a new community on land that is beautiful 
Hampshire countryside and borders existing, established communities, we have a huge 
responsibility to make sure it is done well, very well, with timely provision of infrastructure so 
that a successful community, that will stand the test of time, results. 
 

There is much to do if we are to achieve our objective of getting a move on and starting 
building work in 2018. Over the four days of this community design event you can play an 
important part in the conception of Manydown. We need you therefore today please to get 
your thinking caps on and make this an exciting, animated, and I hope, enjoyably creative event 
that will turn out to be pivotal in creating the Manydown of the ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 



 

 

 

              



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before the community design 
event, the project team met with 
over 30 community 
representatives who helped to 
shape the agenda for the four 
days.  
 

Their thoughts have been 
captured in the form of key topics 
as shown on this photo.   
 

Following the community design 
event, we will be incorporating 
the feedback received from local 
community groups and residents 
who attended or provided 
feedback via email. 
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Thursday 12 November 

Throughout the day short presentations 
were given to introduce topics to be 
discussed, including: 

 

Å Introduction and scene setting  

ÅOverview of policy planning  

ÅDraft Vision and the brief  



Group work one 

Your vision and priorities  
 

ÅTopics included 
ïReview list of draft vision 

principles ς are there any 
missing? Any that excite you? 
ïGroup discussion 
ïFeedback from the groups  

 
ÅAttended by 24 people including 

four councillors and 
representatives of parish councils 
and community groups  



Group work two 

Your view of opportunities 
and constraints 

 

A discussion around the opportunities 
and constraints raised by people 
representing the neighbouring 
communities and local specialists 
during this workshop.  

 



Group work three 

Our favourite places 

 

! ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
favourite places to visit, but 
would they want to live there? 
What makes a place special and 
memorable, what are the key 
features that makes it 
attractive? 


